
Wisconsin Partnership for Children and Youth

The Wisconsin Partnership for Children
and Youth's quarterly meeting was held on

March 12. Check out the slides from the
call HERE.

In this edition of the WOSTA Advocate
Monthly Spotlight: The Building for Kids Children’s Museum
OST Toolbox: Six Reasons to Invest in Afterschool & Summer
Taking Action for Afterschool: Joint Finance Committee announces
budget hearings
WOSTA Updates: New resource for STEM learning
OST Policy and State News: WI Boys & Girls Club announces, Youth
of the Year, Cline name Afterschool Ambassador for WI
Federal News: Trump orders Education to wind down

 
Monthly Program Spotlight
The Building for Kids Children’s Museum

More than just a play space, the Building for Kids Children’s Museum in
Appleton, WI, is a leader in out-of-school time (OST) programming.
Through Explorer Camps, STEM education, and hands-on exhibits, the
museum provides enriching experiences for children beyond the school
day.  Read more.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DA8btX_JDOGdNRcAhZB8MyywiLcYlkwCxpKsHQqzLGY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://www.wosta.org/index.php?option=com_dailyplanetblog&view=entry&year=2025&month=03&day=25&id=23:march-2025-program-spotlight
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=f4d331a5-2be5-4eac-9dfe-234066b30d7d


Interested in being featured by WOSTA in a program spotlight?
​Please sign-up using the form below. We'd love to come meet you!

Featured Program Sign-Up

 
The OST Toolbox

Six Key Reasons to Invest in Afterschool and Summer Programs
Proven to resonate across party lines when advocating for state
funding to expand learning opportunities for children and youth.
Looking for STEM Activities: Check out this new resource
DPI Trauma Sensitive Schools Spring Free Webinar: Monday, April
14, 2025, 1:00pm – 2:30 pm. Flyer
Policy Pulse - Registration link Every second Friday at noon ET, our
own Senior VP of Policy, Erik Peterson, will recap the latest policy
developments, what we know (or don't know!) about how they may
impact afterschool and summer programs. Submit your questions in
advance so we know what's top of mind for you.
Afterschool Programs Strengthen the Economy: Read the Fact Sheet
Need a playbook for funding? Check this resource for discovering new
revenue streams: After$chool Funding: The relationships that matter

Taking Action for Afterschool
The Wisconsin Committee on Joint Finance (JFC) has announced
locations and dates for their budget hearings around the state.
Youth Voice Week here, March 24-28, use this toolkit to learn how to

https://forms.gle/nSix4unN2GqzRAT29
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UplgiokjfWXbgbgCXl9zTJ1XAXZyjj4umbfyMWY1Id0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wosta.org/assets/STEM/Toolkit-STEM-Activities.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Spring_2025_TSS_Statewide_Webinar_Flyer.pdf
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7390vWsd6dJnHwdr1hxw2KI/qrsK0Y_s7usJ
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7Aw4xk8zC6zZ26Qzob5BjwQ/lhPHdDS8Ww_o
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/documents/AA economic one pager.pdf?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Research Round-up&utm_medium=email
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/After-chool-Funding-The-relationships-that-matter_01-03-2025.cfm
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/raw/cid/1909517
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kp0FF8ttu9RAnQun6UzjJvJpxRwbzfXx812rDDcJD-4/edit?tab=t.0


raise the voice of our young people.
Learn how you can support Healthy School Meals for All in Wisconsin
Federal funding for schools in jeopardy: read this update from the
Department of Public Instruction
Advocacy made simple: Please take a moment to thank Congress for
supporting afterschool and summer learning while urging them to
continue supporting these essential programs. With upcoming funding
decisions for Fiscal Year 2026, it's critical to advocate for investments
in 21st CCLC, the Child Care Development Block Grant, and
AmeriCorps to ensure more children have access to quality programs.
Advocating for afterschool raises awareness of its benefits, and our
new Afterschool Champions Guide can help you engage families,
decisionmakers, stakeholders, and youth to become advocates
themselves.

WOSTA Updates
Check out all WOSTA calendar events right here
WOSTA has published a new ebook on Mental Health & Wellness.
This resource is packed full of high quality material for practitioners. 
The Benefits of WOSTA Membership: Becoming a member of the
Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance is FREE and members receive
discount codes for reduced registration to the Alternative Pathway
courses. Link to Join.

OST Policy and News
Wisconsin News& Legislative Updates:

Boys & Girls Club reveals 'Youth of the Year' award winner
Cline selected as Wisconsin’s 2025 Afterschool Ambassador
Cornell School Board - After-school is rapidly outgrowing space
YMCA, Boys and Girls Club of the Northwoods team up to expand
services
Wisconsin child care costs soar, but thousands miss out on state aid
DPI launches new website to track federal funding impact on
Wisconsin schools, libraries
Service Project Aims to End Mental Health Stigma
Breaking down the Childcare Crisis from DCF
State superintendent urges focus on critical public education funding
amid legislative distractions

​National News & Legislative Updates:
Stay in the Loop: Afterschool Alliance Update Email
Administrative updates:

New Executive Order Would Dismantle U.S. Department of
Education: The Trump Administration has issued an Executive
Order directing the closure of the U.S. Department of
Education, raising concerns about the future of federal
afterschool funding. While eliminating the Department would

https://www.healthyschoolmealsforallwi.org/
https://dpi.wi.gov/administrators/federal-funding-wisconsin-schools
https://win.newmode.net/afterschoolalliance/fundafterschoolandsummerinfy2026
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI OST Champions Guide.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&Itemid=115&task=.
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Mental-Emotional/AA WI Mental Health Booklet FINAL.pdf
https://marshwian.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mcform&view=ngforms&id=2209410#!/
https://www.wsaw.com/video/2025/03/11/boys-girls-club-reveals-youth-year-award-winner/
https://rivernewsonline.com/news/2025/jan/24/cline-selected-as-wisconsins-2025-afterschool-ambassador/
https://www.centralwinews.com/area-news/2025/03/19/after-school-is-rapidly-outgrowing-space/?destination=courier-sentinel
https://www.wsaw.com/2025/03/05/ymca-boys-girls-club-northwoods-team-up-expand-services/
https://captimes.com/news/business/wisconsin-child-care-costs-soar-but-thousands-miss-out-on-state-aid/article_a55780fe-e33b-11ef-a22b-5b6b4cd405d4.html
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fpolicy-budget%2Ffederal-funding/1/01000195957e141e-b4407042-11eb-4b47-9fbb-c2c3b9e5f48e-000000/_NHKqQTtfu2dU3_T1o2-a5S1_r5zmmXqSLuohLIlNt0=396
https://dpi.wi.gov/news/dpi-connected/service-project-aims-end-mental-health-stigma#msdynttrid=kpzYrCFpCC4SJsANvz1e_SlgD1ivoRfhLfAEbWaeEtg
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/publications/pdf/5805.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/news/releases/2025/jill-underly-statement-legislative-hearing-federal-education
https://afterschoolalliance.org/get-updates.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Research Round-up&utm_medium=email


require Congressional action, any restructuring could impact
the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC)
program, which serves 1.4 million students nationwide. Read
on to learn more about the potential changes and what they
mean for afterschool and summer learning programs.
ED Firings Impact OST Programs: On March 11, the U.S.
Department of Education fired 1,300 staff, with the biggest cuts
to Federal Student Aid and the Office for Civil Rights. Nearly all
staff at the Institute of Education Sciences were dismissed.
While Title-funded programs remain unaffected, several 21st
CCLC program officers have resigned or retired, raising
concerns about future impacts. A lawsuit was filed Friday by
parents and disability rights groups, and a federal judge has
ordered reinstatement for recently fired probationary
employees.
New Executive Order Targets IMLS; Late Friday, President
Trump signed an executive order to eliminate the Institute of
Museum and Library Services (IMLS), reducing its functions to
the legal minimum. While IMLS is congressionally authorized
and received $294.8 million in FY 2024, the lack of program-
specific allocations in the FY 2025 continuing resolution may
ease funding cuts. More details are available from our partners
at the Association for Science and Technology Centers (ASTC)
and the American Library Association, which highlights IMLS-
funded programs like STEM education, internet access, and
veterans’ telehealth services.

Joint Address to Congress: On Tuesday, March 4th President Trump
delivered his Joint Address to Congress. While there were no direct
mentions of education policy, several related social issues were
addressed, including the President’s opposition to diversity, equity,
and inclusion (DEI) policies, critical race theory in schools, and
transgender participation in women's sports. 
Congressional Budget updates: President Trump signed the Full-Year
Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, ensuring government
funding through September, but not without significant budget shifts.
Unlike a "clean" continuing resolution that merely extends funding
deadlines, this bill includes targeted spending changes. Non-defense
programs saw a $13 billion reduction, while defense spending
increased by $6 billion, resulting in a net $7 billion cut—just 0.1% of
total federal spending. 
Defense Dept. Schools Pause STEM Club for Girls and Pride Clubs
Ex-officials: Cuts may boost waste, fraud
‘Going for Blood’: With Half of its Staff Cut, Many Wonder How Ed
Dept. Will Function
School districts rely on Medicaid funding
The Opportunity Project analyzes ways to try to make students less
chronically absent
How Afterschool is Critical to School Day Attendance
How much do afterschool and summer programs really cost?

https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/New-Executive-Order-Would-Dismantle-U-S-Department-of_03-20-2025.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes from March 20th Policy Call&utm_medium=email
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng5gP6T0MzZOEHsEySsWhuM/5wpkX1FKCTwA
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7ZOcyJLYnqGeC38pNJRqs/9tlxqbO_f8AL
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7ZOcyJLYnqGeC38pNJRqs/9tlxqbO_f8AL
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.mil4lpcq04gz
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.4wddl19v2fwd
https://www.the74million.org/article/department-of-ed-firings/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 319&utm_medium=email
https://healthyschoolscampaign.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/How-Medicaid-Cuts-Will-Harm-Students-Schools.pdf
https://www.newson6.com/story/67c81e5d5684c5a9f28cdc06/opportunity-project-chronic-absenteeism-tulsa-public-schools?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network communications call announcement 311  Clips 311&utm_medium=email
https://naaweb.org/news/694807/
https://www.air.org/project/out-school-time-cost-study?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=AIR Survey Dedicated Email_AB test&utm_medium=email


Title I Funding in Limbo: What’s at Stake for Black Students
How states rank on federal revenue

Spring Elections are right around the corner Tuesday, April 1st
Make sure to inform yourself about local school board candidates as their
voice can have an impact on afterschool and summer programs for
schools. 

Read about the two candidates for State Superintendent:
Jill Underly
Brittany Kinser

Meet our new statewide organizer for Afterschool and Summer,
Jackie Scott

Hello,

If you haven’t seen me at your program site, hopefully
you will soon!

Being in the field, you know how important OST
programs are, but how often do you find yourself
having to explain this to others? The stories of OST
programs are not widely known or celebrated like they
should be, as an organizer, I’m working to change
this. I need your help in telling the stories of your
programs. I’m prioritizing getting to as many programs
as I can to ensure the wider community, including key
decision makers, understands the value of OST
programs. Please, reach out to me to schedule a visit
so I can tell this story.

Want to do more for advocacy? We know Wisconsin is in the minority of states that do not fund
out-of-school time programming. You can advocate for Wisconsin to join the majority by sharing
your story with the Joint Finance Committee. In person hearing will take place in Kaukauna,
West Allis, Hayward, and Wausau. Can’t make it in person? You can submit your comments
online as well.

Have questions, ideas, or something else? I’m looking forward to hearing from you. Thanks for
all you do to make our communities better places.

Jackie Scott
State Organizer
Wisconsin Youth Company

https://wordinblack.com/2025/02/title-i-funding-in-limbo-whats-at-stake-for-black-students/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network communications call announcement 311  Clips 34&utm_medium=email
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.moxsj0uazm7o
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.lg0uz9ypvsr3
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.jbbzv2sns4fu


Follow Us.

      

Contact Us.

wosta@marshfieldclinic.org

https://www.wosta.org/

Proudly enriching the health of our communities through a partnership between Marshfield Clinic Health System

and the Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance, with generous support from the Charles Mott Foundation,

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Wisconsin

Department of Administration, Supporting Families Together Association and Shine Early Learning. ​

Marshfield Clinic Health System | 1000 N. Oak Ave (F1C) | Marshfield, WI 54449 US

Unsubscribe | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557486564347
https://www.instagram.com/wiafterschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-afterschool-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk6AkbSVzLd62qW1Si-_HNg
mailto:wosta@marshfieldclinic.org
https://www.wosta.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

