
In this edition of the WOSTA Advocate
Monthly Spotlight: Monthly Spotlight: Green Bay Eisenhower Elementary
OST Toolbox:OST Toolbox: Afterschool Today Spring Edition
Taking Action for Afterschool:Taking Action for Afterschool: 21st Century Funding in jeopardy, Joint
Finance Committee budget hearings continue
WOSTA Updates: WOSTA Updates: Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) Suicide
Prevention Trainings offered in May for Mental Health Awareness
month
OST Policy and State News: OST Policy and State News: DPI takes a stand against Federal DEI
requirement, Lightbulb Funding awards announced
Federal News:Federal News: Administrative directive for 2025 cuts on its way
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Monthly Program SpotlightMonthly Program Spotlight
Building Brighter Futures through Community & EnrichmentBuilding Brighter Futures through Community & Enrichment

At Eisenhower Elementary in Green Bay, an afterschool program is making
a big difference for kids through its dynamic blend of academic support,
creative enrichment, and strong community partnerships. This 21st Century
Community Learning Center is a collaborative effort between the Green
Bay Area Public Schools and the YMCA of Greater Green Bay. Read more.

Interested in being featured by WOSTA in a program spotlight?
Please sign-up using the form below. We'd love to come meet you!

Featured Program Sign-Up

 
The OST ToolboxThe OST Toolbox

Afterschool Today Magazine:Afterschool Today Magazine: Spring 2025 Edition is available
The 2025 Lights on AfterschoolThe 2025 Lights on Afterschool poster contest is officially open!
Understanding Boys Mental HealthUnderstanding Boys Mental Health - a new look at the mental health
of boys
Looking for STEM Activities:Looking for STEM Activities: Check out this New Resource
Policy Pulse:Policy Pulse: Registration Link - Every second Friday at 1 pm, Erik
Peterson from the Afterschool Alliance, will recap the latest policy
developments, what we know (or don't know!) about how they may
impact afterschool and summer programs. Submit your questions in
advance so we know what's top of mind for you.
Need a playbook for funding?Need a playbook for funding? Check this resource for discovering new
revenue streams: After$chool Funding: The relationships that matter

https://www.wosta.org/index.php?option=com_dailyplanetblog&view=entry&year=2025&month=04&day=20&id=25:april-2025-program-spotlight
https://forms.gle/nSix4unN2GqzRAT29
https://www.flipsnack.com/8857BBDD75E/spring-2025-afterschool-today/full-view.html
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfsTSQvrX0wDxldZnvP1WIk/Y7q0PXNg8UCA
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/ResearchData/OCMH Fact Sheet_04-25_Boys Mental Health.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/assets/STEM/Toolkit-STEM-Activities.pdf
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7390vWsd6dJnHwdr1hxw2KI/qrsK0Y_s7usJ
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7Aw4xk8zC6zZ26Qzob5BjwQ/lhPHdDS8Ww_o
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/After-chool-Funding-The-relationships-that-matter_01-03-2025.cfm


Taking Action for AfterschoolTaking Action for Afterschool
21st Century Community Learning Center21st Century Community Learning Center grants are in jeopardygrants are in jeopardy forfor
2026!2026! Your organization can weigh-in on the importance of this federal
program for Wisconsin's kids. Individuals can express their viewpoints
here.
The Wisconsin Committee on Joint Finance (JFC)The Wisconsin Committee on Joint Finance (JFC) has two more
hearings at Hayward High School (28th) and Northcentral Technical
College in Wausau (29th). Details: locations and dates. Top issues
raised at first two JFC Budget hearings.
VOTERS SAY: VOTERS SAY: Afterschool Programs are a Necessity
Six Key Reasons to Invest in Afterschool and Summer ProgramsSix Key Reasons to Invest in Afterschool and Summer Programs
Proven to resonate across party lines when advocating for state
funding to expand learning opportunities for children and youth.
Advocating forAdvocating for afterschool raises awareness of its benefits, and our
new Afterschool Champions Guide can help you engage families,
decisionmakers, stakeholders, and youth to become advocates
themselves.

WOSTA UpdatesWOSTA Updates
Check out all WOSTA calendar events right here
Question, Persuade & Refer (QPR) Suicide Prevention TrainingsQuestion, Persuade & Refer (QPR) Suicide Prevention Trainings for
youth work professionals scheduled during Mental Health Awareness
Month in May. Check out dates and registration information.
In case you missed itIn case you missed it - new webinar recordings available on YouTube: - new webinar recordings available on YouTube:

AI Adventures: Empowering OST STEM with ChatGPT
Cultivating Connections: Enhancing Social Skills and Peer
Relationships in Youth Programs
Regulate, Relate & Reason: Straightforward Approaches to
Challenging Behaviors
A Virtual Adventure in Graphing with Daphne

Congratulations to Dr. Jill UnderlyCongratulations to Dr. Jill Underly for winning her
second term as Wisconsin's State Superintendent.

OST Policy and NewsOST Policy and News
Wisconsin News& Legislative Updates:Wisconsin News& Legislative Updates:

Key takeaways from Child Care Counts surveyKey takeaways from Child Care Counts survey: As many as ¼ of
Childcare Programs could close.
Wisconsin DPI pushes back against USDE certification request

Read about potential impact on schools in Wisconsin
From the Governor’s budget: From the Governor’s budget: Four proven ways to invest in children
The DPI recently allocated $730,000DPI recently allocated $730,000 in federal grant funding to
support 101 program sites through Nita M. Lowey 21st Century
Community Learning Centers. This additional funding, an increase for

https://dpi.wi.gov/administrators/federal-funding-wisconsin-schools
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwFRTwTU9P82UHC8eOb0Bm/pG4Lft9ce7sS
https://win.newmode.net/afterschoolalliance/fundafterschoolandsummerinfy2026?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Call this Thursday April 17th&utm_medium=email
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/raw/cid/1909517
https://wiseye.org/budget-2025/
https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/Voters-Say-Afterschool-Programs-Are-A-Necessity-2025.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UplgiokjfWXbgbgCXl9zTJ1XAXZyjj4umbfyMWY1Id0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI OST Champions Guide.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&Itemid=115&task=.
https://www.wosta.org/upcoming-learning-opportunities
https://youtu.be/Ehg84QwTu8c?si=ZWquBLrg5f4oFKvb
https://youtu.be/mP4jYd_9Cf0?si=QPIFFpcCO0FlZBSI
https://youtu.be/zOaW1kT4SsI?si=-nlO468BbzayJ6kt
https://youtu.be/WPJ0p0dXGG4?si=pJkTok2fHlbRyAAl
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.vme38yja3m8w
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDPI/bulletins/3db3155
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.ywl0rc8umec7
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/OCMH Children%27s Mental Health Budget Priorities 2025-27.pdf
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%252FCL0%252Fhttps%253A%25252F%25252Fwww.ed.gov%25252Fgrants-and-programs%25252Fformula-grants%25252Fschool-improvement%25252Fnita-m-lowey-21st-century-community-learning-centers%252F1%252F01000196444ab268-e4d6d5ef-6b15-43e1-ab10-0d0c5977c0c0-000000%252FOABHQ1GTani-cGqNDqKmFDwL9hskrEJcfjStqDwg5_Q%253D401%26data=05%257C02%257CJake.Wilson%2540dpi.wi.gov%257C04a002a944e54f41a60c08dd7dc19e56%257C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%257C1%257C0%257C638804992838838147%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=vyYJbD6sKDeWrtxFymiaZZaEn%252BaxWiuoVCdj%252B%252FuFzU8%253D%26reserved=0/1/010001964520a6f1-c3934bb7-7f16-4d38-ae7f-525beddd771a-000000/SHoFgdbivBauDHDFsF7u6cWQF5_W-x-w5dSsj4fFzxM=401
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%252FCL0%252Fhttps%253A%25252F%25252Fwww.ed.gov%25252Fgrants-and-programs%25252Fformula-grants%25252Fschool-improvement%25252Fnita-m-lowey-21st-century-community-learning-centers%252F1%252F01000196444ab268-e4d6d5ef-6b15-43e1-ab10-0d0c5977c0c0-000000%252FOABHQ1GTani-cGqNDqKmFDwL9hskrEJcfjStqDwg5_Q%253D401%26data=05%257C02%257CJake.Wilson%2540dpi.wi.gov%257C04a002a944e54f41a60c08dd7dc19e56%257C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%257C1%257C0%257C638804992838838147%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=vyYJbD6sKDeWrtxFymiaZZaEn%252BaxWiuoVCdj%252B%252FuFzU8%253D%26reserved=0/1/010001964520a6f1-c3934bb7-7f16-4d38-ae7f-525beddd771a-000000/SHoFgdbivBauDHDFsF7u6cWQF5_W-x-w5dSsj4fFzxM=401


current grantees/sites, was allocated through the LightBULB (Building
Unity through Learning and Belonging Fund) and will focus on critical
areas of academic improvement, transportation challenges, and
fostering a greater sense of belonging for students, and strengthening
family engagement. 
Amid Federal Threats, We Must Protect Our Public Libraries
DPI launches new website to track federal funding impact on
Wisconsin schools, libraries
Report that Head Start could end alarms providers

Federal Policy Updates & National News:Federal Policy Updates & National News:
Stay in the Loop:Stay in the Loop: Afterschool Alliance Update Email

Congressional ActivityCongressional Activity
Federal Budget and Appropriations:Federal Budget and Appropriations:

FY25 Cuts ComingFY25 Cuts Coming The Administration announced it will be
sending a list of cuts to Congress for fiscal year 2025.
Congress can pass these cuts with a simple majority. The letter
is expected April 29.
FY26 Funding Requests:FY26 Funding Requests: Congress has started working on the
FY26 budget. Groups can request funding for key programs
like 21st Century Community Learning Centers and
AmeriCorps through May 23. Check your Members of
Congress’ websites for forms.
Reconciliation Process:Reconciliation Process: Congress passed a budget blueprint
calling for tax cuts, increased defense spending, and $4 billion–
$1.5 trillion in unspecified cuts. This could impact programs like
school meals, SNAP, TANF, and Medicaid. An Afterschool
Alliance action alert is still live

New Bills Introduced:New Bills Introduced:
Child Care Act:Child Care Act: A bipartisan bill would help families pay for
child care through the tax code. Get the details.
Youth Workforce Readiness Act:Youth Workforce Readiness Act: This bill supports career
education in afterschool and summer programs starting in
elementary school.

Administrative UpdatesAdministrative Updates
President’s Budget:President’s Budget: A summary of the President’s FY26 budget is
expected this month, with the full proposal in May. Stay tuned for an
Afterschool Alliance campaign website to counter cuts to programs
that impact children and youth.
HHS Budget Proposal:HHS Budget Proposal: Reports suggest a proposed $40 billion cut to
the Department of Health and Human Services for FY26. While mainly
focused on health programs, it includes eliminating Head Start. Child
care funding (CCDBG) is expected to remain flat.
AmeriCorps ChangesAmeriCorps Changes: The National Civilian Conservation Corps
(NCCC) has been abruptly shut down, with members sent home.
Other AmeriCorps programs may also be at risk, though details are
still unclear. Advocacy groups are urging action to protect these
programs—reach out to your members of Congress to voice your
opinion.

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/news/LightBULB_I_Awardees.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/news/dpi-connected/amid-federal-threats-we-must-protect-our-public-libraries#msdynttrid=kFNcvrjLed0y9voIaKZIb5ZpTj_da6nAJDPH1l4xtgc
https://dpi.wi.gov/policy-budget/federal-funding
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/04/15/report-that-head-start-could-end-alarms-providers-for-the-early-childhood-education-program/
https://afterschoolalliance.org/get-updates.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Research Round-up&utm_medium=email
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng01QWx5RHs27CuoTNOAU4o/EeODbG7t74nP
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/Bipartisan-collaboration-sustained-in-re-introduced-child-care_04-08-2025.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes from April 17th Policy Call&utm_medium=email
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/Bipartisan-bicameral-Youth-Workforce-Readiness-Act-of-2021_05-24-2021.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes from April 17th Policy Call&utm_medium=email
https://voicesforservice.org/take-action/contact-congress/?emci=ae554efd-2f1b-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&emdi=08da0c3c-851b-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&ceid=13336231&utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes from April 17th Policy Call&utm_medium=email


Education Funding: Education Funding: The Department of Education has ended
extensions for ESSER (COVID relief funds for schools).
DEI Crackdown in K-12 Schools:DEI Crackdown in K-12 Schools: The administration is pressuring
states to end diversity programs in public schools or risk losing federal
funding for low-income students. Legal challenges are underway, with
a key case heard last week in New Hampshire.

National NewsNational News
Kids and Media:Kids and Media: According to Pew Research, most teens use social
media and have a smartphone, and nearly half say they’re online
almost constantly.
Demand Remains High, but Afterschool Programs Worry for Their
Futures
State attorneys general and Gov. Shapiro sue Trump administration
for halting COVID school aid
Defending Ed. Dept. Cuts, Linda McMahon Says It’s Time to ‘Do
Something Different’
Federal funding cuts cancel Dakota Dreams camps
Head Start zeroed out in Trump’s preliminary budget plan
Alabama senate committee advances record $12.1 billion education
package

Follow Us.Follow Us.

      

Contact Us.Contact Us.

wosta@marshfieldclinic.org

https://www.wosta.org/

Proudly enriching the health of our communities through a partnership between Marshfield Clinic Health System

and the Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance, with generous support from the Charles Mott Foundation,

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Wisconsin

Department of Administration, Supporting Families Together Association and Shine Early Learning. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pewresearch.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F20%2F2024%2F12%2FPI_2024.12.12_Teens-Social-Media-Tech_REPORT.pdf/1/0101019600af6cd0-6dc9a045-02ad-457e-9232-477fcc547946-000000/Y6758zpmQdrSBoUcFC2oKDsFvOylmXTy_ZrXQHRKYP0=399
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2025-04-10-demand-remains-high-but-afterschool-programs-worry-for-their-futures?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 41525&utm_medium=email
https://www.chalkbeat.org/newyork/2025/04/11/attorneys-general-josh-shapiro-sue-trump-administration-over-covid-aid/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 41525&utm_medium=email
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/defending-ed-dept-cuts-linda-mcmahon-says-its-time-to-do-something-different/2025/04?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 41525&utm_medium=email
https://www.keloland.com/keloland-com-original/federal-funding-cuts-cancel-dakota-dreams-camps/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 41525&utm_medium=email
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/head-start-eliminated-hhs-draft-budget-child-care-preschool/745726/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue: 2025-04-18 Healthcare Dive %5Bissue:72387%5D&utm_term=Healthcare Dive
https://aldailynews.com/alabama-senate-committee-advances-record-12-1-billion-education-package/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 41525&utm_medium=email
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557486564347
https://www.instagram.com/wiafterschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-afterschool-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk6AkbSVzLd62qW1Si-_HNg
mailto:wosta@marshfieldclinic.org
https://www.wosta.org/
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