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Classroom Media
Free to use, standards-aligned, 
Wisconsin-focused media for 
grades PreK-12, including videos, 
games, interactive content, 
educator guides, and more!

Professional Development
Powerful and practical events and 
resources to support your teaching 
practice, whether you teach in a formal 
or informal setting, from early learning 
through high school.



● Pre-production
● Interviews
● Lighting & Audio
● B-Roll
● Editing

Agenda
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Why Youth Media Production?

● Empower youth voice
● Skills development
● Engagement



Skills
○ Reading
○ Writing
○ Narrative Storytelling
○ Communication Across Media Formats
○ Researching
○ Arguing from Evidence
○ Digital Citizenship
○ Technology Use
○ Media Analysis

○ Media Production
○ Project Management
○ Public Speaking or Presenting
○ Collaboration
○ Providing Feedback and Critique
○ Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving
○ Creativity

..and countless more!



Audio/video projects 
strengthen 

traditional literacy 
AND media literacy 
(whether you plan it that way or not!) 

“This is your annual reminder 
that you can get students to 
write the longest, most 
detailed essays of their 
lives...if you disguise it as the 
script for a video or podcast."

--Nate Bowling, high school social studies teacher 
and 2016 Washington State Teacher of the Year, via 
Twitter, 5/24/2021 

KQED



PUBLICATION

Getting their work to 
their audience

POST- PRODUCTION

Editing media, revising 
script, creating finished 

product

PRE-PRODUCTION

Research, planning, 
finding sources

3 41 2

PRODUCTION

Collecting media, 
writing, filming, 

creating 



Often overlooked, but the most important 
part of production.

Make it exciting!

Pre-production
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Pitch Sheet

From Student Reporting Labs (story-maker.org)

https://www.story-maker.org/library/pitch-your-story/#activities


Pitch Sheet
● Topic
● 1-paragraph summary
● Story Organization
● Customize it!



The actual fun part?

Production



Vertical or Horizontal?



Stabilize your phone



Stabilize your phone



Adjust Focus and Exposure 
( And any other settings 

if you have them)



The frame is divided into nine imaginary sections.
The intersection of the lines is where viewers focus their attention.
The general rule for eye line is the talent’s eyes should be 1/3 down from the top.

Rule 
of 
Thirds



Two characters in a scene should
maintain the same left/right relationship to 
one another.

An imaginary line called the
axis connects the characters, and you must 
keep the camera on one side of this axis for 
every shot in the scene. 

Breaking the 180º Rule by crossing the line 
will switch the direction of your characters 
on screen and confuse your audience.

180° Rule



Lighting!



● Use natural light.
● Make your own reflector 

and use what light you 
have.

DIY Lighting



Don’t 
neglect 
sound

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PLMiA18tBc


● Make your own soundbooth (blanket 
fort)

DIY Audio



Audio Enhancement
● Adobe audio enhancer
● Audio tracks only

https://podcast.adobe.com/enhance



Media Content
● A roll & B roll
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Have students film b-roll on their phones 
related to a topic or theme.

For example..

● First day of school
● Excitement
● Government

B-Roll

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJ5X5f-kC0A


● Accessible to students.
● Practice their 

communication skills!
● People are interesting.

Interviewing
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● Have subject look at 
interviewer, not camera.

● Make it a conversation.
● Ask open-ended 

questions.

Interviewing Tips
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➔ Avoid “yes/no” questions
➔ Make them a storyteller

◆ E.g., “Tell me the story of…” 
◆ “Tell me the time when…”
◆ “Describe…”
◆ “Tell me the steps…”



➔ Try to elicit emotional responses
◆ “How did X make you feel?”

➔ Repeat / rephrase questions as 
needed



➔ Have them restate questions in their 
answer
◆ Q: “Why is the sky blue?”
◆ A: “The sky is blue because…”

➔ Use your written questions
➔ Ask for clarifications
➔ Follow-ups! 



Shotlist



● Stabilize your phone
● At least 10 seconds
● Get more than you think!
● Debrief

B-Roll Tips



A series of shots that work together to show part of 

a scene unfolding or an action happening 

step-by-step.

Examples of B-roll Sequences

⚬ Step-by-step action.

⚬ Multiple shots capturing an intimate 

moment.

⚬ Shots revealing multiple big and small 

details about a place or object.

⚬ Think wide, medium, close up shots.

B-Roll Sequences



As fun as pre-production!

Post-Production



● Transcription: 50+ minutes
● Finding your best stuff (gold): 50 minutes
● Figuring out the beginning, middle, and end: 50 minutes
● Writing voice over: 30 - 50 minutes
● Writing a script: 50 minutes
● Feedback and revision: 50 minutes

Paper Edit / Scriptwriting

From Student Reporting Labs (story-maker.org)

https://www.story-maker.org/library/scriptwriting/#activities


● In-Camera edit
● Paper edit
● Video edit

Editing

Image: Student Reporting Labs



Record an action in sequential order using a camera/phone.

● Film a story in sequence. In this case, you’ll have to figure out how to film a 
person with a talent or skill in sequence, one shot at a time.  It may be 
painting a picture, playing a sport, making a salad, playing an instrument, 
etc.

● Something with a start, middle and end that you can use your creative 
skills to cover using a variety of shots and techniques. 

● Once you move to the next shot, you cannot go back. 

Activity - IN-CAMERA EDIT



Example

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1qNJnIV0cNkCipigqoIzeZski1ciqmSIa/preview


A/V Script



● Basic editing skills
● Linear editing
● In-app editing

Video Editing



EDITING SOFTWARE

● Adobe Premiere Pro CC (30-Day Trial) Creative 
Cloud Education ($20/monthly, includes all 
adobe apps)

● Final Cut Pro (Mac Only, 90-Day Trial) $300 
● AVID Composer First (Free)
● BlackMagic DaVinci Resolve (Free)
● Hitfilm Express (Free)
● iMovie (Mac Only, (Free)
● Adobe Rush ($10/Month)
● WeVideo (Limited free version, education 

accounts) Chromebook compatible

https://www.adobe.com/products/premiere.html?sdid=KKQOM&mv=search&ef_id=EAIaIQobChMIppOvlJnS6gIVja_ICh3Mpw8zEAAYASAAEgISefD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!3085!3!384006836773!e!!g!!free%20premiere%20pro&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIppOvlJnS6gIVja_ICh3Mpw8zEAAYASAAEgISefD_BwE
https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/buy/students.html?sdid=1XGJD51Q&mv=search&ef_id=EAIaIQobChMInL2stpzS6gIVsuy1Ch3B1AVyEAAYASAAEgJzVPD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!3085!3!285329865824!b!!g!!adobe%20premiere%20education
https://www.apple.com/final-cut-pro/trial/
https://my.avid.com/get/media-composer-first
https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/products/davinciresolve/edit
https://fxhome.com/hitfilm-express
https://www.apple.com/imovie/
https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/video/compare-plans.html?promoid=F89JZRXF&mv=other
https://www.wevideo.com/education
https://www.wevideo.com/education


Student Journalism

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLKU6_Xc1VU


Video Diary

● Accessible for 
students

● Little pre-planning 
required

● Good practice

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaSCqB2vIEU


● What problem is the equipment solving?
● Purchases can lead to more purchases…
● Consider hidden costs

Avoid GAS! (Gear Acquisition Syndrome)



● Batteries? Shoot day media? Cables, accessories, etc.?
● Media transfer? (footage, audio, etc.) 
● Backups? 

○ One copy = zero copies! 
● Editing? 
● Publishing and sharing?
● Archiving? 

Workflow questions…



● Start simple
● Pre-planning is most important part
● Plan your workflow
● Give it a shot!

Summary



Keep in the Know!
Subscribe to our newsletter for the latest on free-to-use classroom 
media, unique professional development opportunities and more.

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/connect 

PBSWIEdu

PBSWisconsinEducation

PBS Wisconsin Education

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/connect
https://www.facebook.com/PBSWIEdu
https://www.facebook.com/PBSWIEdu
https://www.youtube.com/@PBSWisconsinEducation
https://www.youtube.com/@PBSWisconsinEducation
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/pbs-wisconsin-education/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/pbs-wisconsin-education/


Thank you!

nick.ostrem@pbswisconsin.org

mailto:nick.ostrem@pbswisconsin.org

